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Dr. Christopher Evans is your typical old-school entrepreneur. In 1987, he
quit his job at Genzyme, a commercial enzyme manufacturer; sold his
house and car; rented a cottage on the outskirts of Cambridge; and with
$64,000 started Enzymatix, a microbial technology company.

"It's the best thing I have ever done," says the Welsh-born Dr. Evans.
"There's only one thing better than the science of saving lives. That's
running the entire length of Cardiff Arms Park [Wales's national rugby
football ground], scoring against England, and being greeted at the end of
the game by Pamela Anderson." (For the record, we've had the same
fantasy.)

Of course, at 42, that isn't likely to happen for Dr. Evans. But seeing the
market capitalization of his microbial risk-management firm, Celsis
International, grow from $100 million to $3 billion is a pretty good
consolation prize, he admits.

The entrepreneurial risk in the early '90s has paid off. Enzymatix
prospered, and in 1992 Dr. Evans split it into eight companies, sold five,
and kept three. Of those, he took public the neuroscience research
company Cerebrus and the environmental technology company Enviros. By
the end of 1995, Dr. Evans had made more than $50 million.

But running public companies is hard work, and he realized that what he
really needed was a team of entrepreneurs. "I had three fully listed
companies on the London Stock Exchange. I was doing it all on my own,
and it really was too much," says Dr. Evans. "So in 1995, I decided to
gather a team of scientists and entrepreneurs and form a biotech venture
capital firm."

Now Merlin Ventures is fast becoming one of Europe's largest biotech
funds, commanding nearly half a billion dollars in capital and financing 12
companies to date. It is valued at almost $1.4 billion, employs over 2,000
people and has returned over $397.8 million to its initial VC backers.

According to the Sunday Times Rich List, Dr. Evans has amassed a personal
fortune of more than $150 million and earned himself an Order of the
British Empire.

Fortunately, Merlin had three good years before a spectacular failure of
British biotech in 1998 dragged the whole sector down. "Sometimes the
very best thing that can happen for a venture capital company is a market
collapse," he says. "In '98 I had the choice of the very best companies.
Even during that miserable period, we were getting over a 40 percent
return on our investment."
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RED HERRING'S GLOBAL VC 100

The Global 100 VC Winners
For the first time and after many weeks of
evaluation, Red Herring is proud to announce
the following 100 VC firms from around the
Globe have won the 2009 Global VC 100. Click
here to find out who the lucky winners are.

The World's Top VCs
Red Herring is busy searching for the top 100
global venture capital firms. The 200 finalists
have been announced. Please click here to see
the best 200 performers from over 30 nations.

RED HERRING 100 EVENTS

Red Herring 100 Europe, Berlin, Germany
The Red Herring 100 is a mark of distinction and
prestige. Only 200 companies are chosen as
finalists from across Europe. The 100 Winners
have been announced. Click here to see the
lucky winners.

Red Herring 100 N. America, San Diego, CA
The Red Herring 100 is a mark of distinction and
prestige. Only 200 companies were been chosen
as finalists from a pool of thousands. The 100
Winners were announced at the award
ceremony. Click here to see all the winners.

RED HERRING'S BLOG

Strolling Along to a Different iTune
Can Amie Street break Apple's download dominance?

HIT: Where Healthcare Meets Tech
The buzz surrounding healthcare IT provider, Cerner

Listen Up
Able Planet's new headset offers up solid aural vibes.

Gmail BETA, See You Lata
Google’s gmail loses its “BETA” label.

Bada Bing, Bada Boom?
Microsoft's Bing.com gets some traction in online search,
according to the numbers in from ComScore.

Calpers to Pump up PE Stake
The nation's largest pension fund is mulling a 40 percent
increase in its private equity investments.

Peripheral Madness
The living room is a jungle of plastic and wires – I say
enough already.

Wii Storage Ups Strong Bad Sales
One company is feeling the love because of Nintendo’s
Wii storage solution: Telltale’s Strong Bad.

Amazon Sells Xbox Live Games
No more leftover points–buy XBLA games off Amazon.

GDC 09 Keynote: What About Wii?
Satoru Itawa's keynote touched on both systems, but it
seems like the Wii got the short end of the stick.

Steam Vaporizes DRM and Piracy
Steam’s added anti-piracy measure does away with DRM.
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Allegis' Ackerman: U.S. Innovation 'Stalling'

AT&T Unleashes MMS for iPhone

A123 IPO Juices 40 Percent

INTERNET
Allegis' Ackerman: U.S. Innovation 'Stalling'

Rubicon to Buy Others Online

Intuit Takes Mint.com for $170M

CLEANTECH
A123 IPO Juices 40 Percent

Index Ventures: Envy of Industry

Accel: No. 1

MEDIA
Allegis' Ackerman: U.S. Innovation 'Stalling'

Top 100 Global Venture Capitalists

HP's Earning Fall 19 Percent

COMPUTERS
Allegis' Ackerman: U.S. Innovation 'Stalling'

AT&T Unleashes MMS for iPhone

A123 IPO Juices 40 Percent

COMMUNICATIONS
Allegis' Ackerman: U.S. Innovation 'Stalling'

A123 IPO Juices 40 Percent

Rubicon to Buy Others Online

BIOSCIENCES
Index Ventures: Envy of Industry

Accel: No. 1

Medsphere Injected With $12 Million

SECURITY
Top 100 Global Venture Capitalists

HP's Earning Fall 19 Percent

Cisco Engulfs Tidal Software for $105M
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