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Cryonics, the science of freezing a human brain or whole body and thawing
it in the future to bring it back to life, seems like a good way to get a
second opinion. After all, future medical research is likely to find a cure for
cancer, heart disease, and possibly even old age. But "rising from the dead"
could create some complex legal and financial problems.

"We don't like to use the word dead," says Ralph Merkle, a scientist at the
famed Xerox Palo Alto Research Center and a director of the nonprofit
cryonics organization Alcor, the largest in the United States: 400 living and
30 frozen members (brains or whole bodies). "We prefer suspension. But
let's just say that we're still awaiting the results of the clinical trials."

Alcor's lawyers are working on a way for its clients to access their money in
the future, should the need arise. The problem, it seems, is threefold:
suspension is illegal until the subject is dead (otherwise, even with
permission, it's murder); suspended subjects have no legal status; and
most states have laws against "perpetuities": legally, nothing -- especially
trusts -- can last forever.

Unlikely? Perhaps, but it's now possible to freeze and thaw simple cell
structures, including embryos, sperm, skin, and bones, with little damage.
"What we don't know is if freezing causes information leakage," says Mr.
Merkle. "If the brain's information is erased, then the subject is quite
definitely dead."

By the time scientists know for sure, lawyers may have found a way for the
newly living to settle their storage fees.
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RED HERRING'S GLOBAL VC 100

The Global 100 VC Winners
For the first time and after many weeks of
evaluation, Red Herring is proud to announce
the following 100 VC firms from around the
Globe have won the 2009 Global VC 100. Click
here to find out who the lucky winners are.

The World's Top VCs
Red Herring is busy searching for the top 100
global venture capital firms. The 200 finalists
have been announced. Please click here to see
the best 200 performers from over 30 nations.

RED HERRING 100 EVENTS

Red Herring 100 Europe, Berlin, Germany
The Red Herring 100 is a mark of distinction and
prestige. Only 200 companies are chosen as
finalists from across Europe. The 100 Winners
have been announced. Click here to see the
lucky winners.

Red Herring 100 N. America, San Diego, CA
The Red Herring 100 is a mark of distinction and
prestige. Only 200 companies were been chosen
as finalists from a pool of thousands. The 100
Winners were announced at the award
ceremony. Click here to see all the winners.
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Strolling Along to a Different iTune
Can Amie Street break Apple's download dominance?

HIT: Where Healthcare Meets Tech
The buzz surrounding healthcare IT provider, Cerner

Listen Up
Able Planet's new headset offers up solid aural vibes.

Gmail BETA, See You Lata
Google’s gmail loses its “BETA” label.

Bada Bing, Bada Boom?
Microsoft's Bing.com gets some traction in online search,
according to the numbers in from ComScore.

Calpers to Pump up PE Stake
The nation's largest pension fund is mulling a 40 percent
increase in its private equity investments.

Peripheral Madness
The living room is a jungle of plastic and wires – I say
enough already.

Wii Storage Ups Strong Bad Sales
One company is feeling the love because of Nintendo’s
Wii storage solution: Telltale’s Strong Bad.

Amazon Sells Xbox Live Games
No more leftover points–buy XBLA games off Amazon.

GDC 09 Keynote: What About Wii?
Satoru Itawa's keynote touched on both systems, but it
seems like the Wii got the short end of the stick.

Steam Vaporizes DRM and Piracy
Steam’s added anti-piracy measure does away with DRM.
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Medsphere Injected With $12 Million
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Cisco Engulfs Tidal Software for $105M
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